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Dear Parents / Carers  
 
This is just a short newsletter to update you on recent developments. 
 
School Return 
 
You probably will have heard in the news that the Prime Minister 
announced that schools will start to return from the 8th of March. 
Please note that this is a possible return date. Before confirming 
the actual date the government will meet to see that various criteria 
have been met, e.g.,  how is the vaccination programme doing, 
what is the ‘R’ number, are infections rising or falling etc.  Based on 
this information the government will then decide exactly how 
schools return. It may mean that all schools return on 8th of March 
or it may mean that some schools in some areas return on 8th of 
March or it may mean that certain year groups return on 8th of March or something else completely. We 
are told that the government will be doing another review of school opening on the 22nd of February to 
give greater clarity to how schools are  to reopen. 
 
As a school and a teacher I can't wait for the children to come back into school. The highlight of my 
working week at the moment is seeing the children on my live story time that I have with them once a 
week. A school is a very dull place without children. However, we have to follow government advice and 
guidance and we have to make sure that the environment is as safe as possible when the children do 
actually return. 
 
Can I just say that your children are amazing. Speaking to some of them online during my live sessions 

and seeing some of the work that they are producing and the attitude they 
are displaying -  they are amazing. So whatever you are doing at home 
please keep doing it because your kids are responding very well. I do 
personally think that society will change over the next few years as we have 
all become more IT literate, (used to technology). Your children will be at 
the forefront of this and as bad as this current experience is, they will 
certainly be much more computer confident and more independent in their 
work. 
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Half Term 
 
We have been told by the Government that schools will close for the half term holidays. That means the 
school will not be open for Key worker children and the Google classrooms will not be operating. Some 
teachers may put up a few ‘fun’ activities for the children to do but they will not be monitoring them. The 
office will be closed. You can always email us and these will be picked up when we return. 
 
Staff Covid Testing 
 
All staff in school have been asked to do lateral flow tests twice a week. As more staff eventually return 
these will be rolled out to everyone. These are voluntary tests and staff can choose not to do them. The 
test shows if a member of staff is likely to be infectious. If the test is positive then that staff member is 
told to self isolate and get a full Covid-19 test. The staff do their tests at home and can read the results 
after a 30 minute wait. 
 
There are testing sites for this test across Harrow. You can choose to book in and have a lateral flow for 
yourself and your family including your children. They are relatively painless and easy. This may give 
you greater peace of mind especially when the children start returning to school. It is designed to pick up 
people who are carrying the virus but are not showing any symptoms who may pass it on. The children 
can’t book for themselves but you should be able to book for them. It is the same test that Secondary 
schools are using to test pupils. 
 
https://www.harrow.gov.uk/test 
 
IT help 
I know that a few of you are still having IT issues at home. We 
were given 28 chromebooks by the Government which are all 
loaned out to families. I have delved into our cupboards and found 
10 Toshiba tablets, (about the same size as an ipad). They are old 
but still work. If you would like to be considered for one please fill 
in the accompanying google form. 
 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/12pGCgKF2st2qDVGV3OhvX2YRlO3nMeTHKCUPIRgngIk/edit?ts=601
41346&gxids=7628 
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If you have a device but very limited internet I have been given some BT wifi vouchers. These can be 
used by any device. They will give free educational wifi access using the BT hotspot accounts. Please let 
us know if you would like to be considered for one of these on the attached google form. The vouchers 
last until the end of July. 
 
When the forms are in we will have to make a judgement on which family gets either an old tablet or one 
of our free vouchers. If you are still finding this difficult please email the office and we can supply some 
work on paper. 
 
Fantastic Online Teaching and Home Learning 
 
As you know, the Government imposed a last minute Lockdown, so it has been a real challenge 
for all families and teachers to try to cater for home learning. It will never be as good as live 
teaching in school, but we are doing our absolute best to provide for everyone as well as 
keeping up to date with modern technology. As an established  Google Champions School, we 
are lucky to be leading the way for other schools in Harrow too. 
 
The majority of children are doing an excellent job keeping up with the variety of tasks that are 
being set on daily Google Classroom! A whole host of exciting resources are being used, from 
interactive websites, Docs + Slides to share work, videos and a range of games. They can 
communicate with their class and teacher publicly or privately. 
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We are beginning to get to grips with video technology; recorded and live to carry out lessons, 
starters, plenaries, to send well being messages, live storytime  or to use audio for explanations 
and modelling tasks. 

 

 
 
 
 
Google Meet 
Teachers are beginning to video meet  with their class regularly for live sessions which have 
been really successful! They go through tasks the children may have been stuck on, the 
children can do show and tell, they play quizzes, chat about what’s on their mind, sing songs 
together, they are awarded certificates and so much more! 
 
 
 
 
 

Kenmore Park Junior School 
Headteacher: Mr M Baumring       Office Manager: Mrs L McGuinness 
Tel: 020 8204 6294 

 

E-mail: office@kpjs.harrow.sch.uk 
Website:  www.kpjs.harrow.sch.uk 



 
 
 
 

 
Parent Feedback 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear KPJS team, 
 
I hope you all are well.  
Thank you for the very touching video message. It brought tears to my eyes.  
I would like to thank you for effectively teaching  our children and supporting families during this difficult 
period . Times like these makes you appreciate teachers and school more than ever before. It is a 
uncharted territory for  all of us and you are doing a great job. Keep on doing what you are doing and 
stay safe! 
 
A parent. 
 
 
Stay Safe Everyone. 
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